Mass Schedule
Daily: 7am

Sat: 3:30 pm (City View)
& 5pm

Sun: 8am, 9am & 11lam
Adoration:
Tue-Wed: 7:30 am - 8pm

Sat: 9am - 4:15 pm

Reconciliation:

Saturday 4:15 (or by appointment)

Baptisms:

Celebrated on Sundays, noon. Please call the Hasfareparation.
Marriage:

Please contact the Pastor at least one year kGéfenticipated date of wedding for the
necessary preparation.

Welcome! If you are new to our Parish, please ohice yourself after Mass and register
at the rectory during the week. We warmly welcoroe gt Sacred Heart!

Fr Peter Di Tullio SC, Ed.D.
118 Taunton Avenue East Providence, Rl 02914 4343326




SACRED HEART PARISH
HISTORY

Between the years 1830 and 1840, the time of the great potato famine
int Ireland, a large mumber of Irish fmmigrants found their way to New
England. Many of them settled in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Boston
and Providence, being port cifies, with extensive farmlands, offered the
advantages of natural resources which enabled them to eke out a living. This
was not an easy task at first, It has been said that their great faith nourished
their bodies as well as their souls, This was demonstrated by the great
distances they walked whenever if was possible to hear Mass,

It 1844, the Most Rev. William Tyler was appointed Bishop with
jurisdiction over Rhode Island and Connecticut. By June of that year he had
taken up residence in the new cathedral in Providence. At this time, many
Catholics in this area attended Mass there. It was during the years of Bishop
Tyler’s episcopate that Irish immigration reached its peak, The first
organized Catholic parishes were composed principally of these immigrants.
Some six years later, Bishop Tyler (aware of his failing health) petitioned the
Holy See for a Coadjutor or o accept his resignation, His petition was
granted. The Rev.Bernard O'Reilly was appointed ks successor on
November 10, 1850, Bishop Tyler had gone to his heavenly reward before the
consecration of his successor,

When Bishop O 'Reilly came to this area, Rhode Island had seven
churches and seven priests. Five years later there were nineteen churches,
sixteen priests, six parochial schools and an orphan asylum. During this
time there was a great shortage of priests, and Bishop O'Reilly went to
Ireland hoping to obtain more priests and also a community of Christian
Brothers. He succeeded in this purpose, bade farewell to his parents and
embarked on the vessel “Pacific” on Jan. 23, 1856, This vessel never reached
its destination and it became certain that Bishop O"Reilly was lost at sea.

The Most Rev. Thomas F. Hendricken was appointed the first bishop
of the Diocese of Providence. Through the early 1870°s, the Catholic
immigrants walked, rode bicyeles, came by boat, or horse and carriage to St
Joseph's Church in Fox Point, St. Joseph's Church in Pawtucket, or St
Mary’s Church in Warren. In 1874 the growing Catholic communily an the
east side of the Seekonk River felt strong enough to provide facilities for their



own spiritual needs. Accordingly with Bishop Hendricken's approval,
Father James V. Brennan, who was in residence at the Cathedral and who
had been saying Mass for the Sisters of Mercy at Bayview, began to say
Mass for the East Providence residents on a regular basis, and to lay the
foundations for their oum parish. Elated with the prospect, the Catholics
rented Watchemoket Hall, the largest hall available, at the intersection of
Warren and Taunton Avenues, for Sunday Services,

By 1876 the Sisters of Mercy from Bayview had developed the first
Altar Society, the first Children of Mary Society and the First 5t. Aloysius
Society for Boys. Father Brennan was appointed pastor in June 1876,
Between 1874 and 1876 the "parish grew sufficiently to warrant the
Providence Journal to note in its issue of Ockober 2, 1876: "the new Catholic
Enterprise under the head of Father Brennan is meeting good success and it
is contemplated to build a church edifice in a short time. A lot for that
purpose has already been secured.” On January 6, 1877, seven lots of land
bordering on Taunton Ave. and Vine Street from the estate of Tristam
Burgess wns acquired.

In late 1879 Bishop Hendricken appointed Father Farrell O'Reilly the
new pastor of Sacred Heart Parish., On December 22, 1887, less than two
months after the church was incorporated for the first time under the laws of
the State. Father Farrell O'Reilly, an affable, energetic man, vigorously
undertook the task of building a new church and rectory. On November 7,
1880 a new church was consecrated by Bishop Hendricken on the corner of
Taunton Pike and Bloom Si. With some modifications, this’ church served
Sacred Heart Parish for over 70 years until it was replaced in 1950 by the
present brick structure.

From 1897 to 1909, Father John E. Haney served as pastor. He built
the rectory which is still in use in 1899, While the Catholics in the Rumford
area began planning a parish of their own in 1890, it was not wntil January
4, 190¢ that they ceased to be a mission of Sacred Heart and became St
Margaret's Parish in Rumford. Five years later, in 1909, the Catholics in
Riverside established their oum parish of 5t. Brendan's, Father Haney was
succeeded by Father Joseph |. Sheuren from 1909 to 1915, He began to make
plans for a much larger church.

On March 3, 1916, shortly after Father John B. McKenna was
appainted pastor, the Board of Trustees authorized the expenditure of not
move than $3,000 for land on Taunton Ave. and Purchase St., oumed by



Mrs. O'Driscoll. The Board also approved the renovation of the house on
this property into’a suitable convent for the Sisters of Mercy, and the
restoration of the old rectory into a suitable school.

The old rectory was restored into a suitable school and was opened
with the first four grades in 1917. The current Sacred School located in the
corner of Purchase Street and Grove Avenue was opened in 1922 with the
first Graduating Class in 1924,

Father Joseph Devanney was assigned to Sacred Heart in June 1947,
At the January 1948 meeting, Father Devanney and the lay trustees
approved construction of the long-desived new church. In December 1950,
Bishop McVinney dedicated the new church in solemn ceremony. In 1956 a
new parish, 5. Martha's on the south side of Sacred Heart Parish.

Meanwhile, with the turn of the century a. vast new influx of
immigrants from Italy, Portugal and the Azores settled in East Providence.
St. Francis Xawier parish was set up s a national parish for the Portuguese
in 1915, and Our Lady of Loreto Parish for the Italians in 1920,

L

With the establishment of the new parishes and the changing of
ethnicity in the City of East Providence, the population at Sacred Heart
Parish diminished and from being “onl y for Irish™ presently is mostly
Portuguese, with a good mixture of other nationalities.

Inn 1987 the parish was entrusted to the care of a Religious Order, the
Servants of Charity, through the ministry of Rev. Peter Di Tullio, 5.C.
Adapting with the times and needs, the parish buildings (church —rectory —
school - convent) have been restored along the way and restructured as well.

In June 1989 the convent became vacant for lack of Sisters. By the
middle of September of the same year, the first floor was restructured for a
Day Care Center for children between the age of 18 months to five years.

Int 1991 the basement of the same former convent was turned info an
after school program for forty students from the adjacent Sacred Heart
Schaool,

In 1994 & mew gym was added to the existing building of Sacred
Heart School for the physical activities of our youths. It uas named after the
Founder of the Servants of Charity, Blessed Louis Guanella, and was
dedicated and blessed by Bishop Lowis Gelineaw on October 24, 1994,






